[image: image1.png]




PRESS RELEASE
Embargoed: 0001 Thursday 27th April 2006
European Commission Accused of “Failing” Europe’s “Sunrise” Environmental Industry.

The President of the European Commission, José Barroso, has today been warned that the EU’s Lisbon Strategy is being undermined by the failures of DG Enterprise to support Europe’s environmental industry and the 4 million workers it employs, whilst pouring all its resources into helping old traditional industries.

The failure of DG Enterprise to support Europe’s environmental industry is also damaging Europe’s efforts, post the 2005 Constitution difficulties, to re-engage with the people of Europe on the issue that, above all, they believe the Union should act on – namely, protection of the environment.

The Environmental Industries Commission1 has written to Mr Barroso outlining a number of problems they have identified with the performance of DG Enterprise, most notably these include:

· DG Enterprise’s “Impact Assessments” of new regulations are dominated by the exaggerated cost claims of polluting industries - little attention is given to the economic benefits of environmental protection: to the health service; to occupational health; to the EU’s environmental technology industry; to boosting eco-efficiency in mainstream industry; and to other affected industries (such as tourism, insurance and agriculture). 

· DG Enterprise’s strategies and policy plans sideline the huge new business opportunities in growing world environmental markets. Its recent “New Industrial Policy”s new sector-specific initiatives overlooked Europe’s environmental industry entirely.

· DG Enterprise’s high-level advisory groups/committees rarely involve representatives of Europe’s environmental industries, often overlooking the expertise and experience of leading green entrepreneurs. 

· DG Enterprise has no team of officials dedicated to promoting Europe’s environmental industry – in comparison to the other well-resourced units sponsoring other European industries in the Directorate.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, stated “Most far-sighted commentators recognise that Europe’s competitiveness will increasingly rely on resource efficiency, yet the environmental industry is invisible in the halls of DG Enterprise.

“DG Enterprise devotes its resources to helping Europe’s traditional old industries and ignores a vital new, sunrise industry. Such under-performance is damaging Europe’s Lisbon Strategy on improving economic competitiveness.

“Our industry not only provides solutions to the variety of environmental problems that Europe faces, but also provides the techniques for helping the rest of European industry become more resource efficient.”
--- ENDS ---

For more information, contact Adrian Wilkes or Danny Stevens on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors:  

1. The EU’s Lisbon Strategy is aimed at making Europe’s the world’s most dynamic economy by promoting economic growth, fostering competitiveness and job creation, and advancing structural and regulatory reform, while ensuring social cohesion and environmental sustainability.

2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 290 Member companies.

3. The worldwide market for the environmental sector as a whole is already worth some $515billion (comparable with the pharmaceutical and aerospace industries), and is predicted to reach $680billion by 2010. The latest figures from the Government show that over 400,000 people are employed in the sector in the UK. 

4. A copy of EIC’s letter to José Barroso, President of EU Commission, is available from Danny Stevens at EIC (danny.stevens@eic-uk.co.uk)

