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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 13 October 2006
New Carbon Trading Lobby Launched 

Leading industry experts within the Environmental Industries Commission1 (EIC) have launched a new Carbon Trading Working Group, which will lobby on the economic benefits for the UK of implementing effective policy measures to create a real market for carbon. 

The Government’s recent Energy Review provided further confirmation that carbon trading will be at the heart of future efforts to tackle climate change - creating great opportunities for the UK’s emerging carbon trading sector, which has the potential to be a world leader. EIC is therefore launching a new working group to give the carbon trading sector a powerful voice with Government.
The success of carbon trading will depend on a policy environment that creates an adequate price for carbon. However, the level at which National Allocation Plans are set, and the design of other policy measures such as the proposed new trading scheme for large organisations outside the EU Emissions Trading Scheme, are subject to intensive lobbying from opponents. The progressive development of effective policy measures, therefore, remains in doubt. 

The Group’s early priorities will include:

· A new UK emissions trading scheme for large non energy intensive companies²

· The forthcoming Energy White Paper
· The design of EU Emissions Trading Scheme Phase III 

Adrian Wilkes, Chairman of EIC, said, “The recent Energy Review confirmed that carbon trading will be at the heart of the Government’s future efforts to tackle climate change. We now face key decisions on the future of trading schemes in the EU and UK. 

“However there is intensive lobbying by polluting industries against the development policy measures that would ensure that carbon trading can deliver on the UK’s climate change goals – this can only damage the competitiveness of the UK’s emerging carbon trading sector and undermine the Government’s progress towards meeting its climate change targets.”

“EIC’s new Carbon Trading Working Group will give this crucial sector a voice in the corridors of Whitehall, Westminster and Brussels, building support for the environmental and economic case for effective policy measures to create a real market for carbon.”
The new Group held its first meeting on 12 October and has already agreed an action plan: pressing the European Commission to take a tough line on the plans proposed by Member States to cut emissions under the EU Emissions Trading Scheme; to write to Rt Hon David Miliband MP, Secretary of State for Environment on the design of Phase III of the Scheme; and to meet with Defra officials to discuss plans for a new UK Emissions Trading Scheme for large non energy intensive companies.

To highlight the importance of the carbon trading sector the Group is also organising a Parliamentary Meeting on Carbon Trading at the House of Commons in November which will be addressed by Ian Pearson MP, Environment Minister.
Early Members of the Group include Enviros, Baker and McKenzie, Ashurst, Johnson Matthey, WSP Energy, and the Carbon Neutral Company. 

The new Group will join EIC’s 13 other Working Groups representing the UK’s environmental technology and services (ETS) industry. These Groups provide a highly influential voice for the ETS industry to the Government. 

--ENDS--

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, on 020 7935 1675

Notes to Editors

1. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, oil and marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics

2. Proposals for a new UK emissions trading scheme for large non energy intensive companies were set out in the 2006 Energy Review. For more information, see www.dtistats.net/ereview/energy_review_report.pdf
3. EIC will be holding its National Conference on 8 November 2006. The Conference will be examining the rise of environment to the centre of political debate and the implications from industry. The event features a very high level panel of speakers from Government and industry - including David Miliband MP, the Secretary of State. The event takes place on 8 November. For more details please see www.eic-uk.co.uk/images/NatConfLeaflet.pdf
