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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed: 00.00, July 5th 2006

“Gateway to Global Investors” Launched to Boost International Competitiveness of the UK’s Environmental Industry

City financiers AngelBourse1 today teamed up with The Environmental Industries Commission2 to launch a unique new service which will enable UK environmental companies access to global investors – overcoming a major barrier to the industry’s international competitiveness.

The UK’s environmental industry is emerging as a major player in the global environmental market, predicted to be worth $700 billion by 2010, and finance will be a requirement to their growth.

AngelBourse and the EIC envisage that the new service, whereby AngelBourse acts as a "gateway" to global investors, will not only fill the investment gap but also prove a major incentive to environmental technology companies. 

The service creates a network accessing all sources of finance from sophisticated investors to institutional investors and hedge funds.

The involvement of Venture Capitalists, banks, fund managers and angel investors is small compared to activity in the biotechnology and IT industries. Yet the UK’s environmental industry is emerging as a major player in the global environment market. Gordon Brown recently predicted the sector would become “as big as the successful aerospace or pharmaceuticals sector”. 

AngelBourse will, in addition to assisting negotiations on terms for investment, work with the companies in completing proposed transactions and facilitating the selection of a Nomad, broker, accountant, and other professionals.
The new service is to be launched on Wednesday in the House of Lords. Guest Speaker, Ian Pearson MP, the Defra Minister responsible for Defra/DTI’s sponsorship of the environmental industry, will welcome the EIC/AngelBourse initiative, saying: "There is a real need amongst young environmental technology firms to have more interaction with the financial sector - to understand their investment criteria and the terms on which they are prepared to invest.  I hope this initiative will help improve the quality of deal flow in this sector and at the same time raise the profile of this growing industry."
Guy Saxton, CEO of AngelBourse said, “Growth companies power our economy and can deliver astonishing returns, yet they rarely get enough funding to achieve their full potential. AngelBourse addresses this by forging links between unquoted investment opportunities and smart, risk-aware institutional and major private investors. We provide investors access to ambitious, early-stage companies with high-growth potential and help those companies focus on those milestones which are crucial to investors. This is a unique service for the UK’s environmental industry, nothing else like this exists”. 

Adrian Wilkes, Executive Chairman of EIC said: “This is a vital new service for the UK’s environmental industry, which is dominated by SMEs who often have problems raising growth finance – it will help them seize the huge new business opportunities in the fast-growing worldwide environmental markets and so boost the UK’s international competitiveness”.

For more information please contact Adrian Wilkes at EIC on 020 7935 1675 or Cherry Farrow on 07739 573932.

--ENDS--

Notes to Editors:

1. AngelBourse focuses on providing the highest quality corporate advice and matches leading investors with world-class companies. It is part of the Consensus Business Group, one of the UK’s leading growth investors, with over 50 holdings in environmental technology companies

2. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is the lead trade association for UK’s environmental technology and services industry, with over 300 Member Companies. EIC represents the main environmental sectors (water, air, land, waste, transport, marine, climate change, etc). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists, and academics.

