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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: 15 April 2005

Green Industry Mobilises to Put Environment on Election Agenda 

In a major mobilisation of the rapidly emerging environmental industry the 270 Member companies of the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)1 will be writing to their local Parliamentary candidates to ask about their support for the environment – and the industry that cleans it up.

EIC Members will now be writing to local Parliamentary candidates to ask three key questions:

· Will you act to shift taxes to reflect the costs to society of pollution whilst providing incentives for environmental protection investments? 

· Will you ensure that the enforcement of environmental protection measures is properly funded? 

· When setting environmental standards will you take full account of all the economic benefits of proposed environmental protection measures - including the opportunities created for the environmental technology and services industry? 
EIC’s “Policy Manifesto for the UK Environmental Industry”2, launched last month, sets out an action plan for the next Parliament to make environmental and economic/industrial policies mutually reinforcing. It calls on Government to reject industry scaremongering on the costs of environmental protection and recognise that high environmental standards are crucial to both competitiveness and to quality of life.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman said: “The environmental industry is mobilising to press for the next Government to reject industry scaremongering on the costs of environmental protection and recognise that high environmental standards are crucial to both competitiveness and to quality of life.”

“The environmental industry in the UK employs some 400,000 people generating revenues of £25 billion – proof that you can have a clean and competitive economy.”
““We welcome the Labour Manifesto’s explicit recognition that high environmental standards create opportunities for business and its commitment to support the environmental industry - we now look for the other parties to follow suit.”
EIC also recently held a Pre-election Debate at the House of Commons at which the environmental spokesmen for the UK’s three main political parties expressed their support for the growing environmental industry sector. All agreed that new and cleaner technologies were key to confronting the challenge of climate change and other environmental problems. They also noted that environmental protection and economic growth went hand-in-hand, rather than being in conflict.

For more information, contact Adrian Wilkes or Merlin Hyman on Tel: 020 7935 1675. 

Notes to Editors:  

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 250 Member companies. For more information see www.eic-uk.co.uk
2. “Policy Manifesto for the UK Environmental Industry” can be downloaded from www.eic-uk.co.uk/images/EIC%202005%20%20Election%20Manifesto.doc

