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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 27 January 2005
Cabinet Office Accused of Favouring Polluting Industry over Environmental Protection

MPs on the Environment Audit Committee have been warned that Cabinet Office guidance is so badly flawed that it focuses on the scare-mongering by polluting industry, rather than looking at the economic benefits of environmental protection. The Environmental Industries Commission1, in oral evidence to the Committee2, called for impact assessments of new regulations to be reformed to give Ministers the real story on the costs and benefits of proposed new environmental policies.

All new legislation undergoes a Regulatory Impact Assessment to quantify the costs and benefits – but to date these have been dominated by the exaggerated cost claims of polluting industries. In contrast there is little attention given to the economic benefits of environmental protection: to the health service; to occupational health; to the UK’s environmental technology industry; to boosting eco-efficiency in mainstream industry; and to other affected industries (such as tourism, insurance and the). 

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, stated “Scare-mongering by polluting industries on the costs of cleaning up is making the Government back-pedal on environmental protection. Yet, all economic studies show that polluting industries consistently exaggerate the costs of pollution control and that eco-efficiency actually boosts competitiveness.”

“We are calling on the Environmental Audit Committee to send Government a strong signal that, in the future, Regulatory Impact Assessments should be the foundation of evidence-based policy making – not a vehicle for scare-mongering.”
-- ends --

For more information, contact Adrian Wilkes or Merlin Hyman on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors:  

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 240 Member companies.

2. The House of Commons Environmental Audit Committee is carrying out an inquiry in Regulatory Impact Assessments as part of its Pre-Budget inquiry. EIC gave evidence on Wednesday, 26 January 2005. For further details see

www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/environmental_audit_committee/eac_16_12_04.cfm
3. EIC’s evidence to the Committee on Regulatory Impact Assessments (which includes more detail on the economic benefits of high environmental standards) is available from Adrian Wilkes or Merlin Hyman at EIC on 020 7935 1675.

