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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: XX March 2005

Government Urged to Increase Brownfield Target to 80%

The Government has been urged to increase the target for building houses on brownfield sites to 80% in order to drive regeneration of derelict land, in a new report released today by leading companies in the land remediation sector. 

The report, “Driving Regeneration: A report on the National Brownfield Strategy1”, by the Environmental Industries Commission, is in response to the Deputy Prime Minister’s instructions to English Partnerships, the Government regeneration agency, to develop a National Brownfield Strategy.

The report sets out recommendations to tackle the key barriers to regenerating derelict sites across the country, including:

· Increase the 60% target for new houses built on previously developed land to 80%.

· Establish a uniform approach to the setting and discharge of planning conditions for regeneration of brownfield sites.

· Urgently resolve the problems with licensing on-site land remediation technologies.

· Publish clear guidance, with case studies, on how waste regulation applies to remediation projects.

· Put in place a comprehensive annual survey of implementation of Part IIA – and follow up on poor performance. 

· Expand the tax incentives for land remediation to cover broader regeneration costs.

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said “The current target of 60% of new housing on brownfield sites was achieved long ago. There is no excuse for building 40% of new housing on greenfield sites when there are so many derelict sites blighting our communities. It is time for the Government to set a more demanding 80% target to drive local authorities, agencies and developers to focus on regeneration.”

Page 2….

Mr Hyman continued: “Regeneration is currently hampered by inappropriate regulation, confused funding and limited incentives.  The National Brownfield Strategy must set out an integrated strategy to reduce the risk of developing brownfield sites.”

For more information, contact Merlin Hyman on Tel: 020 7935 1675. Merlin can also be reached on 07944 683010.

Notes to Editors:  

1. Details of English Partnerships work on behalf of ODPM to develop a National Brownfield Strategy can be found at www.englishpartnerships.co.uk/nbfs.htm
2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 250 Member companies. For more information see www.eic-uk.co.uk

