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Political Parties Challenged to Lead “Green Industrial Revolution”

The next Government must lead a new ‘green industrial revolution’ if we are to achieve a future of economic prosperity and a healthy environment - according to a Manifesto for the UK's green technology industry published today.

The “Policy Manifesto for the UK Environmental Industry”, launched by Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)1, sets out an action plan for the next Parliament to make environmental and economic/industrial policies mutually reinforcing. It calls on Government to reject industry scaremongering on the costs of environmental protection and recognise that high environmental standards are crucial to both competitiveness and to quality of life.

The Manifesto sets out three key questions that EIC and its Members will be putting to politicians in the election campaign:

· Will you act to shift taxes to reflect the costs to society of pollution whilst providing incentives for environmental protection investments?

· Will you ensure that the enforcement of environmental protection measures is properly funded?

· When setting environmental standards will you take full account of all the economic benefits of proposed environmental protection measures – including the opportunities created for the environmental technology industry?

The Manifesto goes on to challenge the next Government to set high environmental protection standards to fight pollution of our land, air and rivers, including:

· Give the public access to information on what is being put into their environment by local factories.

· Implement new controls for land remediation to drive use of sustainable clean-up techniques.
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· Speed up the increase in the Landfill Tax to drive waste minimisation, recycling and new treatment technologies.

· Reform PFI projects (to build new schools and hospitals etc) so that they are energy efficient.

· Clean up our rivers and lakes to meet the requirements of EU law.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman said: "We are at a turning point – over the next four years we can either continue the same tired old debate about “environment or competitiveness” or harness the UK's creativity and innovation to develop environmental solutions and to create a competitive eco-efficient economy. This requires nothing less than a green industrial revolution - but business as usual is not an option.”

"This Policy Manifesto provides a benchmark for industry, the media and the public to judge the politicians promises in the run up to the general election." 

The environmental industry offers massive opportunities for creating jobs and profits in rapidly growing global markets. The world market for environmental goods and services is currently estimated at US$515 billion – comparable with the aerospace and pharmaceutical industries - and is forecast to grow to US$688 billion by 2010. The environmental industry in the UK now employs some 400,000 people generating revenues of £25 billion.

For more information, contact Adrian Wilkes or Merlin Hyman on Tel: 020 7935 1675. Merlin can also be reached on 07944 683010.

Notes to Editors:  

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 250 Member companies. For more information see www.eic-uk.co.uk

