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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release, 29 March 2005

Industry Welcomes Brownfield Red Tape Cut 

A new approach to cut the red tape holding back brownfield redevelopment, announced today by the Environment Agency, has been welcomed by the land remediation industry. The new Agency system will speed up the licensing of contaminated land clean-up for redevelopment and cut costs to industry1. 

The Environment Agency has announced that so-called ‘mobile plant licensing’ for land clean-up will be reformed. Currently companies cleaning up contaminated land need a licence for each clean-up plant they use, the new rules mean they will only need one licence, however many sites they operate on. The Agency will also provide dedicated ‘Account Managers’ to ensure consistent handling of licence applications.

The new approach has been welcomed by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), which represents over 140 companies involved in land remediation, as an important step towards EIC Members’ call for a single permit to control land remediation.

The time and cost to clean-up contamination can be a significant obstacle to redeveloping brownfield sites. The new system will reduce costs for developers and also encourage them to use sustainable ‘on-site’ clean-up technologies, rather than disposing of contaminated soils to landfill.

The new system has been devised through a high-level taskforce bringing together the Cabinet Office, Defra, the Environment Agency, and EIC Members.

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, welcomed the development saying: “We welcome these very constructive and positive steps by the Environment Agency and Defra to reduce the barriers to cleaning up contaminated land and to encourage sustainable ‘on-site’ treatment methods. EIC’s Members will now be monitoring closely how quickly and effectively these changes can be implemented”.

“The new approach is an important step towards EIC’s goal of a single remediation permit to further simplify land remediation and encourage redevelopment of brownfield sites. However we now need to see rapid progress by Defra to make the necessary legislative changes to achieve a single permit for land remediation.”

For more information, contact Bill Leverett on Tel: 020 7935 1675

Notes to Editors:  

1. Details of the Environment Agency’s new approach to mobile plant licensing can be found at http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/444304/502508/1011530/?version=1&lang=_e
2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 250 Member companies, including over 140 involved in land remediation. For more information see www.eic-uk.co.uk

