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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 19 January, 2004

Industry Gains Key Role in Standard-setting Process
The Environment Agency (EA) and the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)1 have set up a Steering Group to guide implementation of an important new scheme to certify laboratories testing soils for contamination. The aim of the Group is to resolve any problems with the standard as it is introduced.

The EA’s ‘MCERTS’ performance standard for the chemical testing of soils was launched in March 2003 and is due to be fully implemented in September 20042. The standard will provide assurances to all stakeholders of the reliability of the data from soil tests.

The EIC’s Environmental Measurement and Monitoring Working Group, representing the great majority of the UK’s major environmental testing laboratories, wrote in 2003 to Barbara Young, EIC Chief Executive, welcoming the standard but expressing concern that inconsistencies and ambiguities in the implementation of the standard could make it difficult for many laboratories to comply. 

The new Steering Group has been set up in response to these concerns and will include representatives from other stakeholders such as the United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS). Its remit is to:

· Advise the EA on how the standard is being implemented and whether it needs to be amended in the light of new technologies or developments.

· Ensure that the standard is implemented in a consistent and even manner.

Cliff Billings of Severn Trent Laboratories, Chairman of the EIC Environmental Measurement and Monitoring Working Group, said, “We welcome the creation of a Steering Group to ensure that industry has a key role in setting the standards for soil testing. EIC Members have a wealth of experience and expertise, not just from the laboratories but also from the companies that will be using and relying on the data produced, which will ensure the Environment Agency’s new MCERTS standard is both effective and workable.”

EIC Director Merlin Hyman said, “The Government’s targets to regenerate brownfield sites rely on effective methods to test land for contamination and the standards for this testing are therefore important. This Steering Group will ensure the Environment Agency uses the expertise of the UK’s world class environmental laboratory industry to get the new MCERTS standard right.”

-- ends --

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman,  EIC Director, on 020 7935 1675

Notes for Editors: 1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 240 Member companies.

2. The Environment Agency MCERTS performance standard for the chemical testing of soils provides assurance to all stakeholders (e.g. laboratories, Local Authorities, consultants, members of the public) of the reliability of data from such tests.  The standard was launched in March 2003. Laboratories carrying out these tests will have to be accredited by September 2004. For more information see

www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/444217/444661/444671/466158/131167/527490/?version=1&lang=_e
