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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:  24 May 2004

“Patchy” Local Authorities Fail to Control Air Pollution

A new Government report has revealed that many local authorities are still failing to properly implement the UK’s core air industrial pollution control regulations – despite Defra adopting an Improvement Plan in 1998. The report shows that 24% of local authorities are failing to carry out a planned programme of inspections of polluting processes – more than twelve years after the Local Authority Pollution Control regime came into force. The report concludes that it “found much that requires improvement”.

The new report, ‘Performance Review 2003/4 of Local Authority Implementation of LAPC, LAPPC and LA-IPPC Regimes’1, published by Defra, reveals that a quarter of all local authorities have no inspection plan for the industrial processes they regulate, that in total 53% are not following best practice when conducting inspections but using “bespoke methods”; and that the follow-up actions to inspections vary greatly between authorities.

The study also highlights concerns that many processes that should be regulated are slipping through the net - due to the failure of some local authorities to carry out simple checks such as reviewing planning applications.

Air pollution from over 17,000 factories and processes across the country is regulated by local authorities. The new report shows that improvement has been limited since the Government published an audit in 1998 ‘Local Authority Progress in Implementing the Local Air Pollution Control Regime’, which revealed inspection is “largely ad hoc, unplanned, apparently unstructured”.

In launching the report Environment Minister Lord Whitty said “The situation is clearly very patchy, which can neither be good for environmental protection nor for the efficient and effective use of resources”.
Merlin Hyman, EIC's Director, said "Emissions from industrial processes regulated by local authorities include highly dangerous pollutants such as mercury, particulates and VOCs. The failure by local authorities to properly control these emissions puts the health of local people at risk – and because industrial processes are usually situated in the most deprived areas it is the poorest who suffer most." 
“Poor enforcement of the LAPC regime not only undermines environmental protection but also those responsible business who have invested to meet their legal responsibilities but who are faced with competition from companies who are allowed to pollute for free. Furthermore it damages the UK’s air pollution control industry, which struggles to compete in world-wide markets because of the uncertain home market.”

“The lack of planning by local authorities of inspection processes raises worrying questions about the quality of these inspections. Defra should urgently follow up this study by auditing a sample of regulated processes to check whether local authorities’ inspections are up to scratch in preventing pollution”.

For further information contact Merlin Hyman, EIC’s Director, on 0207 935 1675.

Note to Editors: 

1. The “Performance Review 2003/4 of Local Authority Implementation of LAPC, LAPPC and LA-IPPC Regimes report” was carried out by Atkins on behalf of Defra. It can be found on www.defra.gov.uk/environment/ppc/ under the Reports Heading.

2. The Environmental Industries Commission is the leading trade association for the environmental technology and services industry, with a current membership of over 240 companies.
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