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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 12 February, 2004

Campaign Launched for Government to Put Vehicle ‘CleanUp’ Funding Back on the Road 

A high level campaign for the Government to increase funds to clean-up the ageing buses, lorries, vans and taxis operating in UK cities has been launched today. The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)1, which represents companies that develop pollution control technologies, is warning that failure to clean-up commercial vehicles will put at risk the UK’s legal obligations to meet air quality standards. 

Measures to clean-up commercial vehicles to drive down pollution levels in Britain’s cities recently came up against a major road block when Government funding to fit such technologies to commercial vehicles unexpectedly ground to a halt. The Department for Transport provides funding through the Energy Savings Trust (EST) CleanUp programme2 to fit pollution control equipment to commercial vehicles. The UK faces tough European legal air quality targets3 in 2005 and 2010 and the CleanUp programme is an important part of achieving these standards.  However the funding for the CleanUp programme unexpectedly ran out early in 2003/04, as it was unable to meet demand from vehicle operatorsto fit technology to cut their pollution. The EST is now proposing to reduce the levels of grants offered to “manage demand” for the programme in 2004/05 .

The EIC has, therefore, launched a high level campaign for increased funding for the CleanUp programme to maintain grant levels, and to match the demand from vehicle operators for clean up technology.  The first step in this campaign is the tabling of an ‘Early Day Motion’ in the House of Commons. EIC will also be raising the issue directly with key Ministers and writing to MPs asking for their support.

“CleanUp has been a great success at reducing harmful emissions from Britain’s fleet of ageing buses, lorries, vans and taxis, many of which are used for long hours in heavily populated areas. The Programme is a significant part of the UK’s efforts to comply with its obligations under EU air quality legislation – it should be extended, not cut”, said EIC Director Merlin Hyman. 

“There is no point in trying to put off the investment in cleaning up commercial vehicles.  We’re talking about a finite number of vehicles with finite lifespans.  Better to clean them up now and get the maximum air quality benefit for the same amount of money.”

“CleanUp has created a partnership between Government, vehicle owners and technology providers to improve the nation’s air quality. However if Government is not prepared to give long term confidence in the support it offers then industry will not invest in the new technologies that are vital to achieve our legal air quality targets.”

At present, CleanUp pays for up to 75% of the installation costs for cleaning up older vehicles, depending on the technology.  At this level, vehicle owners are motivated to pay for the remainder, as well as additional costs such as maintenance, because they can earn the money back through reduced Vehicle Excise Duty payments.  EIC argues that the EST proposals to reduce the grant levels below their present levels could have a dramatic effect on demand. 

-- ends --

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman,  EIC Director, on 020 7935 1675

Notes for Editors: 

1. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 240 Member companies.
2. The Energy Savings Trust (EST) was set up by the Government after the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. TransportEnergy CleanUp is an initiative run by the EST and funded by the Government.  The CleanUp programme provides funding of £12 million pounds a year to retrofit pollution control equipment, such as particulate traps, to older commercial vehicles in order to improve air quality in pollution “hotspots”.

3. The European Commission Air Quality Framework Directive and First Daughter Directive impose limits on sulphur dioxide, particulate matter, and lead to be met by 2005, and limits on NO2 and NOx to be met by 2010, among others.  These targets are equalled or exceeded by the ‘Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland’.

