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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: Wednesday, 26 February 2003

Environmental Innovators Held Back by Confused R&D support

The development of innovative solutions to the environmental challenges faced by the UK are being held back by a lack of co-ordination in the UK’s R&D support mechanisms, a major study into the R&D needs of the environmental technology and services (ETS) industry published today has revealed.

The study, ‘The Research and Development Needs of the Environmental Technology and Services Industry’, was based on a survey of 130 ETS companies conducted by the Environmental Industries Commission following calls by Members for improved Government R&D assistance. The study was supported by the DTI/DEFRA Joint Environmental Markets Unit, DTI (Bio-technology Division), the Carbon Trust, ESRC, EPSRC, NERC, BBSRC and the Environment Agency.

The key barriers to environmental innovators revealed by the survey were: 

· A lack of awareness of the many Government R&D support programmes and how to access them

· A lack of customer demand for environmental solutions due to problems with the environmental regulatory framework and its enforcement

· A lack of funding for ‘near market’ activities such as prototypes and demonstration programmes

The report calls for the following measures to support environmental innovation:

· A single co-ordinated portal for environmental R&D support mechanisms, which would cover the range of programmes helplines and websites.

· A change of emphasis to move away from ‘R&D programme push’ to support that is aimed at meeting the needs of the ETS sector, especially SMEs, prototype development/testing and technology demonstration, as well as with fundamental or applied research.

· Strengthened policy drivers for R&D – strong environmental legislation and effective enforcement are the key drivers stimulating innovative environmental technological developments. The UK has to ensure that there is high-level political will and adequate funding for the enforcement of environmental legislation.

· Improved links between the ETS industry and the science and technology base.

· Specific benchmarking of ETS sector R&D, to ensure comparable information across regions and nations.

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said that: “This in depth study of the R&D needs of environmental innovators reveals the need for Government to ensure better co-ordination and targeting of the many R&D support schemes for environmental technology and services companies.

We must support the UK environmental technology and services industry to develop the technologies to tackle the many environmental problems society faces. We look forward to working with the many Government departments and agencies that have supported the study to implement its recommendations to release the potential of the UK’s environmental innovators.”

EIC has written to Science Minister, Lord Sainsbury, calling for the Government to implement the study’s recommendations.  EIC will also shortly be putting a proposal to DTI for a single R&D support ‘portal’ to co-ordinate support for environmental innovators.

-- ends --

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman at EIC on 020 7935 1675

Notes for Editors: 1. The “Study of the R&D Needs of the Environmental Technology and Services Sector” can be downloaded from the EIC website: www.eic-uk.co.uk
2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 225 Member companies.
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