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Industry Continuing to Flout Water Pollution Laws

New Government figures show that industry is breaching over a fifth of its legal limits to discharge trade effluent to watercourses – a drop in performance from 1998. These breaches of pollution limits not only harm the environment, but also undermine responsible companies that invest to meet their legal requirements.

These figures emerge in the response of the Environment Minister, Michael Meacher MP, to a Parliamentary Question1 on the state of the UK’s regulation of discharges to watercourses, which shows that 21.5% of the 4277 significant consents to discharge to water courses held by industry did not comply with their legal limit in 2000.

Furthermore, only 67.3% of consents in force were monitored in 2000, meaning that the compliance figures are certainly optimistic.

The new figures also reveal that 10% of consents were reviewed in 2000 – meaning we are missing out on the chance to reduce pollution levels to reflect technological innovation and increasing concern over the health of our watercourses.

Other significant features of the Minister’s response were that:

· Between April 1999 and July 2001 there were only 21 prosecutions for breaches of trade effluent discharge consents

· Total fines for the same period were £141,500

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said: “It is vital that those companies that invest in their environmental performance and meet UK law are not commercially disadvantaged by polluting companies getting a free ride. DEFRA and the Environment Agency must take strong action to ensure that industry complies”.

“The Government’s planned new Water Quality Strategy is an important opportunity to tackle the problems with industrial water pollution by putting in place tighter standards and ensuring that they are properly enforced.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT MERLIN HYMAN, EIC DIRECTOR ON 020 7935 1675

1.
PQ 2585, asked of the Environment Secretary by David Chaytor MP. PQ answered by the Environment Minister on 05 December 2002.

2.
The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) represents the UK's rapidly growing environmental technology and services industry and has over 200 Member companies.

3.
EIC will be holding its National Conference on behalf of the environmental technology and services industry on 24 April 2002. Michael Meacher MP, the Environment Minister; Sir John Harman, the Chair of the Environment Agency; and Jean-Francois Verstrynge, Director General (acting) of DG Environment, European Commission, will be the keynote speakers. The Conference will provide a key opportunity to discuss the main problems that the industry faces – including the lax enforcement of environmental regulation.
