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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: Tuesday, 09 July 2002

Environment Agency cost-cutting threatens environmental protection

Changes by the Environment Agency to the UK’s enforcement of environmental regulation risk undermining the protection of the environment, environmental pollution control companies warned today.

The warning comes in a report, entitled ‘Making ‘Smarter Regulation’ Work’, from the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), which warns that the Environment Agency’s plans develop a ‘smarter regulation’ risk-based approach to environmental protection could downgrade the importance of regulatory compliance.

The Agency’s new approach is set out in its ‘Environmental Vision’ corporate plan. The Agency plans to “use a risk-based approach to target and allocate resources and provide incentives for better performers”.

The new approach comes at a time when the Agency’s resources are being stretched by new responsibilities, without a corresponding increase in funding.

The report recognises that there is a strong case for risk-based targeting and allocation of resources, but warns about the effect of smarter regulation on those processes that fall outside the targeted (or ‘high risk’) areas. This could damage overall protection of the environment. EIC therefore recommends that:

· There must be a baseline for effective environmental regulation irrespective of any risk

· There must be regular and rigorous assessment of risk

· There must be a rigorous enforcement policy, including prosecution, in dealing with ‘low risk’ areas as well as those adjudged to be ‘high risk’

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, said: “The UK has received huge benefits – social, health, economic and environmental – from environmental regulation and we must be very careful not to undermines this. The Agency must ensure that the ‘smarter regulation’ concept is not just a way of cutting costs. And the Treasury must fund properly the UK’s environmental protection.”

For more information, contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, or Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, on 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors

1.
‘Making ‘Smarter Regulation’ Work’, is available from EIC for £10 (non-Members) or free for EIC Members. Contact T: 020 7935 1675 or E: info@eic-uk.co.uk

2.
The Environmental Industries Commission's mission is to provide a strong and effective voice with Government for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to 200-plus Member Companies. 

3.
The Environment Agency’s ‘Environmental Vision’ and its 2002-03 Corporate Plan are available from the Agency at www.environment-agency.gov.uk

