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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: Friday, 11 October 2002

Government action needed now to ensure UK meets its brownfield targets

A new report released today by a Government-backed taskforce warns that there needs to be a major overhaul of the current regulatory regime controlling the clean-up of contaminated land – otherwise the Government risks failing to meet its own targets for construction of new homes on brownfield land.

The report reveals that the current regulatory regime is a major barrier to cleaning-up polluted land, stopping the redevelopment of brownfield sites and threatening the Government’s objective to build 60% of housing on previously used land. Failure to hit this target will mean further developments on greenbelt and rural areas and the undermining of the Government’s plans for urban renewal.

The report, ‘The Remediation Permit – Towards a Single Regeneration Licence’, has been produced by a Government-backed industry taskforce, set up following lobbying for a new regime by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC). It recommends that the current regime should be replaced with a Remediation Permit, which would streamline the rules for cleaning-up contaminated land – providing better protection for the environment and cutting clean-up costs.

EIC Director, Merlin Hyman, stated that: “Cleaning-up contaminated land is a key part of releasing brownfield sites for regeneration and relieving pressure on greenbelt and rural sites. Yet this vital work is being undermined by bad regulation.

The Environmental Industries Commission has long called for a new dedicated regime for land remediation to improve protection of the environment and encourage clean-up of the polluted legacy of our industrial past.

The Government must act now to implement the recommendations of the Remediation Permit report for a new regulatory regime.”
The Remediation Permit Taskforce includes a wide range of stakeholders – including property owners, developers, land remediation companies (represented by EIC) and the regulators (the Environment Agency and DEFRA).
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Notes for Editors

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman at EIC on 020 7935 1675

1. For a copy of the Remediation Permit report, contact Lisa Carine or Sophie Sheehan of Luther Pendragon (PR for the Remediation Permit Taskforce) on 020 7618 9100 or at lisacarine@luther.co.uk / sophie.sheehan@luther.co.uk 

2. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 225 Member companies.
