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New industry group launched to lobby for tougher action on oil and marine pollution

Leading pollution control companies within the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) have launched a new Group to lobby Government for better controls to tackle oil and marine pollution. The Group will initially focus its lobbying on stronger action to improve both prevention and control of inland and offshore oil spills.

EIC's new Oil and Marine Pollution Control Group will promote a supportive legislative and fiscal framework for UK companies providing products and services that improve the UK’s marine environment. Specific issues the Group will lobby on are:

· Tightening enforcement of the inland oil spill regulations and strengthening the UK’s oil storage regulations

· Improving consistency in off shore oil planning

· Strengthening of the Control of Major Accident and Hazard (Comah) regime

· Tackling the growing problem of drill cuttings waste

· Securing strong international agreement to ensure the rising level of oil inputs from produced water is reversed.

EIC's Oil and Marine Pollution Control Group consists of representatives from environmental consultancies, manufacturers of oil pollution control technologies, pollution monitoring specialist, laboratories and academic institutions. Members include: AEA Technology; Adler and Allan; Allen and Overy; ERM; King’s College London; Macaulay Institute; Oil Cleaning Bio-Products; Parsons Brinckerhoff; Sinclair Knight Merz; and QDS.

Adrian Wilkes, Chair of EIC, said "The challenge of responding to oil and marine pollution provides huge opportunities for UK industry in the rapidly growing world wide markets for environmental solutions1. Tough action on oil and marine pollution by the Government will be good for the environment, good for the UK environmental technology and services industry, and good for mainstream industry’s long-term sustainability."

The Group joins EIC’s 12 other active Working Groups representing all of the key sectors of the environmental technology and services industry.

For further information: please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors: 1. The recent report from the DTI/DEFRA Joint Environmental Markets Unit revealed that the world market for environmental goods and services is currently a massive US$515 billion - comparable with the aerospace and pharmaceutical industries - and is forecast to grow to US$688 billion by 2010.

EIC was launched in 1995 to give the environmental technology and services (ETS) industry an effective voice with Government and it has over 200 Member companies (and has grown to be the largest trade association in Europe for the industry). It has the support of leading politicians from all three major political parties, industrialists, trade union leaders, environmentalists and academics.

