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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: Friday, 05 July 2002

DEFRA delays set to damage UK land clean-up industry

Due to a damaging regulatory delay by DEFRA, land clean-up companies will be obliged to train their staff in an expensive and inappropriate qualification or risk legal sanctions, the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) warned today.

A new qualification for land clean-up activities was meant to come into operation in March 2002, but is now not expected until the end of the year at the earliest.

Land clean-up companies are regulated under the Waste Management Licensing regime, which sets a statutory requirement for staff to be suitably trained1. However, the only training scheme in place is for running landfills. A training scheme designed to qualify staff for land clean-up has been developed, but DEFRA has failed to get it through the regulatory process in time, obliging land clean-up companies to spend valuable time and resources on training staff to run landfills.

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, said: “land clean-up companies have worked hard to develop a suitable qualification for the industry, but they will now be forced to spend time and money training staff in an unnecessary qualification due to regulatory inaction by DEFRA.”

“Legislative barriers to cleaning-up contaminated land for redevelopment are putting at risk the Government’s regeneration plans – and putting further demands on greenfield sites. DEFRA must take decisive action to get the necessary regulatory approval for a suitable statutory qualification.”
For more information, contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, on 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors:

1.
Wamitab, the Waste Management Training and Advisory Board, which sets on appropriate qualifications for the industry, has produced a new statutory Certificate of Technical Competence (COTC) for the use of Mobile Plant Licences for land remediation. The new COTC units (for contaminated land and for other areas) – which were due to come into operation on 31 March 2002 - are currently stuck with DEFRA which needs to amend the Waste Management Licensing Regulations to bring them into force.

Wamitab in enshrined in the Waste Management Regulations and the EA has informed EIC that companies working without a suitable COTC would be liable to EA enforcement action.

2.
The Environmental Industries Commission's mission is to provide a strong and effective voice with Government for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to 200-plus Member Companies. 

