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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: Thursday, 14 March 2002

Launch of New Government Initiative to Support UK’s Green Industries

The launch of a new Government initiative to drive the development of the UK’s green industries was welcomed today by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC). The new DTI Innovation and Growth Team1 (IGT) is a high-level initiative which aims to build the competitiveness of the UK environmental industry in the UK and overseas markets.

EIC has been lobbying the Government to support the international competitiveness of the ETS industry – leading to initiatives such as the Green Technology Challenge and 150% tax breaks for the remediation of contaminated land. EIC therefore welcomes the creation of the IGT to develop a Government strategy for supporting the industry in the future and EIC will be ensuring its Members can input their practical business experience into the process.

The sector’s importance is stressed in a new Government report2, which values the industry at a massive US$515 billion - comparable with the aerospace and pharmaceutical industries - and forecasts it to grow to US$688 billion by 2010.

However, worryingly the report reveals that: “the UK has not kept pace with overall EU performance in increasing environmental exports” and only has a 4.7 % share of the world market (compared to France’s 7% and Germany’s 11%). The IGT therefore has a key role to play in developing the UK’s share of the environmental market.

EIC Chairman, Adrian Wilkes, speaking about the launch commented: “EIC has long campaigned for a wide-ranging Government business plan to help the UK succeed in the rapidly growing global environment markets – we therefore welcome the setting-up of this high-level initiative to develop a strategy for the industry.

The main business opportunities for future growth are in environmental technology and environmental services (not just the waste and water industries) and it is vital that the IGT focuses on our industry and does not shy away from the politically contentious issue of regulation and enforcement – which is our industry’s driving force”.

For more information, contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chairman, or Richard Sullivan, EIC Public Affairs Manager, on 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors

1.
The new DTI Innovation and Growth Team was announced by Lord Sainsbury at EIC’s 2001 Winter Reception. It will be chaired by Robert Walker of Severn Trent and is due to report at the end of 2002.

2.
‘Global Environmental Markets and the UK Environmental Industry: Opportunities to 2010’ by the DTI/DEFRA Joint Environmental Markets Unit (JEMU).
3.
The Environmental Industries Commission's mission is to provide a strong and effective voice with Government for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to 200-plus Member Companies. 

