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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: 28 August 2002

Key Government taskforce warned over poor UK environmental export performance

A new survey1 reveals that over 80% of the environmental industry believes that Government support for environmental exporters is inadequate, and is even more damaging to exporting than the strength of the sterling.

The findings, from the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) ‘2002 Export Survey1’, have today been fed into the new Government-backed Innovation and Growth Team2 (a new initiative aimed at promoting the future of the UK’s environmental industry).

It is vital that these problems are tackled if the UK is to avoid missing out on the huge opportunities in the rapidly growing global market for environmental technology, which is currently worth a massive US$515 billion. A recent DTI environmental export report3 revealing that “the UK has not kept pace with overall EU performance in increasing environmental exports” and that the UK’s 4.7 % share of the world market compares poorly with France’s 7% and Germany’s 11%.

The survey also found a huge lack of knowledge of Government environmental export promotion schemes – such as the DTI/DEFRA Joint Environmental Markets Unit or Technology Partnership Initiative in the UK or RIET in the EU – demonstrating a communication challenge for the UK and EU Government support agencies. Only 25% of companies responding to the survey used JEMU/TPI initiatives, and only 5% used EU initiatives.

EIC recommends that the Government takes the following actions, to help the UK be a major player in the world market for environmental goods and services:

· a dedicated export promoter for the environmental industry

· better information on international market opportunities

· better local help from British embassies and consulates in identifying the best local contacts 

· more aid support for major environmental capital projects

· easier access to UK and EU export support programmes.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC Chair, said “This survey shows that it is vital that the UK Government does more to ensure that the UK is a leading player in addressing the huge opportunities that are being created across the globe as we face up to environmental challenges such as pollution of air, water and land, and climate change and we urge the Innovation and Growth Team to take on board our recommendations”.

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director on 020 7935 1675 or at merlin@eic-uk.co.uk. 

Notes to Editors: 1. The EIC 2002 Export Survey 2002 updates EIC’s 1999 report ‘Winning in Global Markets’, and surveyed EIC Member companies involved in (or interested in being involved in) exporting environmental goods and services.

2.The new DTI Innovation and Growth Team (IGT) aims to define actions to build the competitiveness of the UK environmental technology and services sector in the UK and overseas markets over the next 15 years. It is chaired by Robert Walker, Chief Executive of Severn Trent. It is due to report in autumn 2002.
3. ‘Global Environmental Markets and the UK Environmental Industry: Opportunities to 2010’, published by the DTI/DEFRA Joint Environmental Markets Unit (JEMU) and written by environmental consultants, Environmental Resources Management. Copies are available from JEMU by emailing: jemu-tpi@dti.gov.uk
4. The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 225 Member companies.
