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Top Level Support for Environment Industry

Environment Minister, Michael Meacher MP, has joined the Chairman of the Environment Agency, Sir John Harman, and top policy makers and regulators from DETR and the Agency to lend their support to the future success of the UK environmental technology and services (ETS) industry. 

Mr Meacher, speaking at the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)’s national ETS industry conference, highlighted the importance of the ETS industry for both its key contribution to providing environmental solutions and its potential for creating UK jobs and profits in rapidly growing global markets. Mr Meacher concluded:

 "in the past business performance and environmental performance were portrayed as unconnected. But as this conference recognises - that view is outdated." 

Mr Meacher also called on the ETS industry to keep lobbying Government for strong environmental protection measures and welcomed the key role of the EIC and its Members in giving the ETS industry a strong voice saying:

“The Environmental Industries Commission has a profound impact on Government policy”

Sir John Harman, Chairman of the Environment Agency, presented the Environment Agency’s vision of "smarter, risk based regulation” which would be geared towards supporting the uptake of new environmental technologies:

“Innovation can improve efficiency, cut production costs and reduce dependency on increasingly expensive finite resources. Innovation is driven by long term demanding objectives and targets…..to cut waste and pollution. Innovation is underpinned by regulation.”

Sir John went on to warn that the Agency will continue to push for tough fines for pollution offences from the Courts and to ratchet up the regulatory regime by being: 

"tough on pollution, tough on the causes of pollution."

David Warren, Director Business Group, Trade Partners UK outlined the support mechanisms that exist for UK ETS exporters and highlighted the sector’s rising international significance, especially in terms of the opportunities that exist as central and eastern European countries are brought in line with EU environmental standards.

Also speaking at the conference was Professor Jim Skea, Director of the Policy Studies Institute; Robert Napier, Chief Executive of WWF-UK; and all the top policymakers and regulators from both the DETR and the Environment Agency, regulating air, water, waste and land.

Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, welcomed the success of the Conference saying:

"The unrivalled calibre of speakers and delegates at this conference reflects the importance of the environmental technology and services industry to both the future health of the environment and the success of the UK economy."

"This conference is the first time that the Minister of the Environment and Chair of the Environment Agency, as well all the top policy makers and regulators from both DETR and the Environment Agency regulating air, water, waste and land, have been brought together to focus on ensuring the future success of the UK environmental technology and services industry.”

For further information, please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC's Director, on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Note to Editors: 1. EIC's National Industry Conference "Developing Business Opportunities in the Green Economy" was held in London on Thursday 1st February 2001. Conference proceedings can be ordered from EIC at a cost of £50.

2.The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology and services industry. It now has over 200 Member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry. 
