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Head of Environment Agency stresses her support for environmental regulation as good for business as a whole

Barbara Young, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, yesterday stressed at the Environmental Industries Commission’s (EIC) Annual Reception at the House of Lords the importance of regulation, and the enforcement of regulation, as key to business success, not only in terms of environmental protection and the quality of life, but also to promote thriving businesses, inward investment and UK export competitiveness.

She went on to lament the low levels of fines for those committing serious environmental breaches, by noting that: “If you can be fined one-third of your annual turnover for breaching competition law, then it is not inappropriate for a similar percentage to be the upper limit for something as unremediable as long-term environmental damage”.

In its role of helping inform the Agency, and other parts of government, she went on to praise the role of EIC, by commenting: “I’ve found the lobbying, the very effective lobbying, of EIC Members very instructive”.

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, noted: “I’m delighted by the show of support from the Chief Executive of the Environment Agency in striving for a truly competitive UK environmental technology and services industry. Worldwide this industry is already commensurate with the pharmaceuticals industry and it is predicted to grow to $US 640 billion by 2010. But the UK will only be a truly competitive player in the international marketplace if the Government and the Agency put in place strong environmental protection, and enforcement, mechanisms.
For further information, please contact Richard Sullivan, EIC Public Affairs Manager, on 020 7935 1675 or at richard.sullivan@eic-uk.co.uk 

Notes to Editors

1
The Environmental Industries Commission’s Annual Reception, this year at the House of Lords on 04 July, is an event that draws peers, MPs and senior industry regulators as well as over one hundred key figures in the environmental technology and services industry.
2
The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It now has over 200 Member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry. 
