PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:

Industry Lobby Launched to Call for Tough Action on Climate Change

Leading 'green' industry companies within the Environmental Industries Commission have launched a new Group to lobby Government for tough action to tackle climate change. The Group's first major project will be to lobby for the Government's new £100 million tax break for energy efficient technologies to be extended to boost other innovative climate change solutions.

Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, said  "The global challenge of responding to climate change provides huge opportunities for UK industry, both in exploiting the rapidly growing world wide markets for climate change solutions and by driving efficiency in industry as a whole. Tough action on climate change by the Government will be good for the environment, good for the UK environmental technology and services industry, and good for mainstream  industry."

EIC's new Climate Change Group will promote a supportive legislative and fiscal framework for UK companies providing products and services to which cut energy use and deliver on the UK's commitments to combat climate change. Key areas the Group is lobbying on are:

· Lobbying for the extension of the £100 million Enhanced Capital Allowance Scheme to support more energy efficient technologies.
· ensuring the new DETR's Building Regulations foster development of energy efficient technologies;

· responding to the Draft UK Programme on Climate Change to promote energy efficient technologies and services;

· strengthening the energy efficiency provisions of the Utilities Bill;

EIC's Climate Change Group consists of representatives from environmental consultants, manufacturers of energy efficient technologies, energy management companies and academic institutions.

Members of the Group include Environmental Resources Management, Building Research Establishment, Viessmann, Arthur Andersen, AEA Technology, Enviros, Allen & Overy, Oscar Faber and Calor Gas.
For Further Information: please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director on Tel:020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors: EIC was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to 200+ Member Companies.

