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Political Parties Challenged to Lead Green Industrial Revolution

The next Government must take strong action if the UK is to reap the huge economic benefits of the coming green industrial revolution - according to a policy manifesto for developing the UK's green technology industry published today.

The “Policy Manifesto for the UK Environmental Industry”, launched by Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), sets out an action plan for the next Parliament in order to release the potential of the UK’s green industries - a sector predicted to be worth $640 billion globally by 2010. The Policy Manifesto calls on the next Government to provide a package of support measures including:

· Provide major resources for the new "Green Technology Challenge" to support a major environmental investment drive by UK industry.

· Invest in R&D so that Government expenditure in support of environmental technologies match best practice internationally.

· Provide targeted financial support to UK environmental exporters to match that offered by overseas competitors.

The Policy Manifesto goes on to challenge the next Government to set high environmental protection standards to fight pollution of our land, air and watercourses, including:

· Ensure the Local Authority Pollution Control regime is consistently and effectively enforced for all of the 18,000 processes it controls.

· Ensure emission limits for all the 4000 significant industrial discharges to watercourses are properly enforced by the Environment Agency.

· Implement new controls for land remediation to encourage the use of new more sustainable clean up techniques.

· Move much faster on "greening" of public sector purchasing.

The launch of the Policy Manifesto follows a recent commitment by the Prime Minister to lead a new green technology drive: "Green technologies are on the verge of becoming one of the next waves in the knowledge economy revolution…….I want Britain to be a leading player in this coming green industrial revolution"1.

However the UK risks missing out on the huge opportunities in the "'green industrial revolution" if this rhetoric is not build on with strong policy measures to develop UK environmental technology and services sector.
Merlin Hyman, EIC Director said: "We have a unique opportunity to harness the UK's creativity and innovation to develop much needed environmental solutions, and to create thousands of green jobs in the process. However the UK will only be at the cutting edge of these new green technologies if the next Government acts fast.

"This Policy Manifesto provides a benchmark for industry, the media and the public to judge the politicians promises in the run up to the general election." 

The environmental industry offers massive opportunities for creating jobs and profits in rapidly growing global markets. According to the OECD the industry is already worth $335 billion worldwide (comparable with the pharmaceutical industry) and is forecast to grow to $640 billion by 2010.

For further information, please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC's Director, on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Note to Editors: 1. Speech by Prime Minister on 6th March to WWF UK.

2. Copies of "Championing the Green Economy: A Policy Manifesto for the UK Environmental Industry" are available free on EIC's website www.eic-uk.co.uk

3.The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology and services industry. It now has over 200 Member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry. 
