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Action Plan "Vital" to Transform Business Energy Efficiency

The UK must put in place a new Action Plan to transform business energy efficiency in order to assist on the international targets on combating climate change in Bonn, according to a new report published today.

The report, "Creating the Climate for Change: A Post-Bonn Action Plan for Transforming Energy Efficiency in British Business", by the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), sets out the steps that the Government should take to encourage the take-up of energy efficient techniques in British industry.

The report welcomes the package of measures on energy efficiency the Government has put in place under its Climate Change Strategy, but highlights that we need to go much further to tackle the long term challenge of climate change. It therefore calls on the Government to put in place an Action Plan including: 

· Increase funding of the Enhanced Capital Allowance Scheme and the Carbon Trust to £300million annually

· Extending participation in the Climate Change Levy Negotiated Agreements to all energy intensive companies

· Extending the Enhanced Capital Allowance Scheme to cover energy systems not just  the individual technologies

· Dedicating a significant part of the Carbon Trust’s resources to helping SMEs

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, stated that: “A new Action Plan is vital to deliver the major changes we need in business energy efficiency. The UK Government must build on the measures we have in place if we are to tackle the long term challenge of climate change."

“This Action Plan would also be a major opportunity for the British economy - for example the German Environment Ministry has predicted that measures to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 40% by 2020 would create almost 200,000 new jobs and Government estimates suggest that the average business can save 15 - 20% of its energy costs through greater energy efficiency.”

The report warns that a high priority must be given to energy efficient techniques in order to 'de-couple' economic growth from growth in energy demand. Otherwise the gains from reducing emissions from power generation and supply, by measures such as more efficient generation and use of renewable energy,  could swiftly be swallowed up as the UK economy grows.

For further information, contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director on 020 7935 1675 or at merlin@eic-uk.co.uk. 

Notes to Editors:

1
‘Creating the Climate for Change: A Post-Bonn Action Plan for Transforming Energy Efficiency in British Business is available from EIC on 020 7935 1675 or at info@eic-uk.co.uk at a cost of £10.

2.
The Environmental Industries Commission’s mission is to provide a strong and effective voice for the UK's environmental technology and services industry. It was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 200 Member companies.
