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"Urgent" Action Needed to Break UK Landfill Addiction

The UK will fail to meet its international commitments to cut down on landfilling waste - unless urgent action is taken to boost innovative new waste recycling and reuse techniques, a new report shows today.

The report “Delivering Waste Strategy 2000 - Breaking the Landfill Habit”, by the Environmental Industries Commission, warns that we may need to more than treble the amount of waste recycled to break our landfill habit1 and meet new Brussels requirements2 . It therefore calls on the Government to put in place an action plan to overcome the barriers to UK companies commercialising innovative new technologies for dealing with waste, including:

· Tax incentives to boost sustainable waste management techniques.

· Extra funding for the new Government Waste Recycling Action Programme.

· Action on  product standards to promote use of recycled raw materials.

· Greening of public sector purchasing.

· An intensive, sustained programme of public information to change the perception of recycled products. 

The report follows the publication of the Government’s "Waste Strategy 2000"3 which sets out ambitious targets to enable the UK to meet its commitments to reduce landfill use. The Strategy requires significant reductions in the volumes of waste disposed to landfill, and a large increase in the amount of waste recycled and reused. 

Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, said "We face an urgent challenge to break our landfill addiction. The Government Waste Strategy sets the right direction but it remains weak on real action. Major policy shifts are needed in areas such as tax incentives, public procurement, producer responsibility and performance standards."
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“The prize for our environment and economy of more sustainable methods of tackling waste is huge - but only bold Government action will free UK companies’ creativity to take that prize.”

The report was prepared by EIC’s Integrated Waste Management Group which represents a range of companies providing innovative solutions to meeting the challenge of reducing the environmental impact of waste. Its Members therefore have a unique experience "on the ground" experience of the barriers to achieving the aims of Waste Strategy 2000.

For Further Information: contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, on Tel: 0207 935 1675.

Notes to Editors:  1. Davies JN, 1999: The impact of the implementation of the Landfill Directive on the UK landfill and waste treatment industries. IWM National Conference, 1999. The paper estimated that, to meet the new EU Landfill Directive waste diversion targets by 2020, we may need:

Waste Minimisation:
22% increase from present performance of 65MTpa

Recycling: 

360% increase from present performance of 5MTpa

Waste to Energy:
23 new units of average unit size 200,000Tpa

Composting/AD:
175 new units of typical size 40,000Tpa

Landfilling: 

3% reduction from present total of 96MTpa

Hazardous waste:
200 new units(treatment/incineration) of average size 20,000Tpa

2. The EU Landfill Directive (99/31/EC) cam into force in 1999, it sets binding targets for the reduction of biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill.

3. "Waste Strategy 2000" was published in May 2000 by the Department for Environment Transport and the Regions.

1. EIC was launched in 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology and services industry in the debate about how to ensure that Britain wins the lion's share of these new markets. It has grown rapidly to 200+ Member Companies.

