PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: March 23rd 2000

Remediation Industry Welcomes New Contaminated Land Regime

Companies tackling contaminated land have welcomed the launch of the new regime to clean up contaminated land. The implementation of the regulations will remove the hesitancy in the property market resulting from the uncertainty over clean-up of brownfield sites and reduce pressure on greenfield developments. 

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) has been campaigning for the regulations to be implemented to allow local authorities to meet their statutory requirements to inspect and remediate contaminated land.

EIC’s Director Merlin Hyman said “We are delighted that the Government has now implemented these regulations. Michael Meacher’s announcement removes a key barrier to the clean up of contaminated land sites and will boost UK remediation companies' export chances. ”
"The challenge now is to ensure the regime is implemented effectively. Local authorities will have to be given sufficient resources, support and direction to ."

"In addition there is currently a clash between the new regulations and the Water Resources Act which could undermine the regime. The Government needs to bring forward legislation to remedy this as soon as possible".

For Further Information: contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director, on Tel: 0171 935 1675

Note to Editors: 1. EIC was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.’s environmental technology and services industry. It has over 200 member companies.

2. The new regime will come into force on April 1st . The provisions for the new regime are in Part IIA of the Environment Protection Act 1990 (which was inserted by Section 57 of the Environment Act 1995).

