PRESS RELEASE

NEW CLIMATE CHANGE LOBBY LAUNCHED
Leading environmental professionals within the Environmental Industries Commission have launched a new Group to lobby Government on future UK and EC climate change legislation. The group will provide a voice for suppliers of climate change technology and services with Government. The Group will focus upon ensuring that climate change legislation is appropriately structured so as to ensure that overall emissions of carbon dioxide continue to fall, and that British industry is able to offer the technology and services necessary to capitalise on the move towards a more energy efficient economy.

Merlin Hyman, Director of EIC, said that: "Since the idea of starting an EIC Climate Change Working Group was originally mooted we have been amazed by the interest from industry. We have also become aware that much of the support that exists overseas to support this sector is not available in the UK. It is vital therefore that the Government capitalises upon this initial enthusiasm and demonstrates it's commitment to supporting new dynamic British industries with the legislation they require."

EIC's new climate change group will promote a competitive environmental technology and services industry to support the needs of delivering and surpassing the UK's commitments to combating climate change. Key areas the group has focussed upon so far include:

(
ensuring the new DETR Building Regulations foster development of energy efficient technologies;

(
responding to the Draft UK Programme on Climate Change to promote energy efficient technologies and services;

(
strengthening the energy efficiency provisions of the Utilities Bill;

(
preparing a paper on the Enhanced Capital Allowance Scheme component of the Climate Change Levy, demonstrating the importance of adopting a systems based approach to energy efficiency regulation.
EIC's climate change group consists of representatives from companies and academia concerned with research, development and manufacture of energy efficient technologies and management systems and greenhouse gas abatement technologies.

Members of the Group include ERM, Severn Trent, WWF, BRE, Arthur Andersen, AEA Technology, Enviros, Allen & Overy, Oscar Faber and Calor Gas.
For Further Information: please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director on Tel:020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors: EIC was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to over 200+ Member Companies. 

