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Blair Calls For Green Technology Drive

The Environmental Industries Commission has welcomed the commitment today by the Prime Minister that Labour will build a partnership with business to exploit the profits in new green technologies.

In a major speech on environmental policy Tony Blair called for a radical change in approach saying "we should see protecting the environment as a business opportunity. There is a growing market for environmental goods and services - currently worth an amazing US $335 billion - as large as the world market for pharmaceuticals or aerospace".

The speech follows a recent pledge by Trade and Industry Secretary Stephen Byers to lead a "green industrial revolution" and the publication of a DTI Sustainable Development Strategy with a commitment to a "20% increase in the UK share of world markets for environmental technology and services". 

Merlin Hyman, EIC Director said “The environmental technology and services industry worldwide is predicted to grow from $335 billion to a massive $640 billion by 2010. We are delighted that the Prime Minister has now recognised that, far from damaging business, by tough measures to protect the environment the Government can enable UK plc to create jobs and profits in these huge global markets”.

“We will now be looking for Blair to follow up his rhetoric with real action. The UK needs to develop a package of Government support for environmental technologies and services including investment incentives, R&D and export support measures which matches that provided by governments in our main competitor countries.”

The UK currently has some 4.4% of the world market for environmental technologies and services, employing over 100,000 people. However it lags well behind the market leaders, Germany, Japan and the USA, who dominate the world market.

For Further Information: please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Director on Tel: 020 7935 1675.

Notes to Editors: EIC was launched in 1995 and has grown rapidly to 200+ Member Companies. 

