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Remediation Industry Wins Regulation "Breakthrough"

The contaminated land remediation industry today won a major victory with the announcement of new Environment Agency guidelines for licensing technologies to clean up contaminated land. The problems of obtaining an operating license were threatening to halt on-site clean up of land in its tracks leaving developers no choice but to use landfill. 

The new Agency "Application Package for Mobile Plants Licences for Land Remediation" sets out a nationally consistent approach for Environment Agency Officers to licence remediation technologies using Mobile Plant Licences. Land remediation companies will now have a clear and relatively swift process by which to license their technologies and start cleaning up contaminated land. The Agency Guidelines also contain provisions to encourage trials of new technologies.

The Guidelines were developed through a detailed legalistic and technical dialogue between the Agency, the Environmental Industries Commission ("EIC") and the DETR.

The Agency's Guidelines followed a year long campaign by EIC to overcome the regulatory failures stopping the development of new technologies to clean up contaminated land. EIC's Report, "Barriers to the Introduction of New Technologies for the Remediation of Contaminated Land", highlights the risk to the Government's policy of encouraging house building on brownfield sites because of failures of regulatory and R&D policies to support British remediation technologies. The Report warned that the UK is threatened by a flood of imports of foreign remediation technologies at a time when there are over 50,000 contaminated sites in the UK, constituting a clean up-market of £10-30 billion.

The Report was followed by a major political campaign by EIC which gained support from a wide range of politicians and regulators.
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Merlin Hyman, Deputy Director of EIC, said "The contaminated land remediation industry is delighted by the progress that has been made on licensing contaminated remediation technologies. This marks a major step forward in dealing sustainably with the polluted legacy of our industrial past. EIC and the Environment Agency have worked hard to come up with a solution which will promote clean up of land and allow innovative British technologies to flourish."

Britain's emerging environmental technology industry offers to create jobs, profits and exports. The market for contaminated land technologies is set for substantial growth: in Europe there are about one million known or potentially contaminated land sites which require £100 billion worth of remediation. But British contaminated land companies face stiff competition from other European companies who have already established their technology in countries where Governments' have supportive regulatory and R&D policies.

For further information, please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC's Deputy Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Notes to Editors: 1. EIC's Report, "Barriers to the Introduction of New Technologies for the Remediation of Contaminated Land", is available from EIC on 0171 935 1675, priced £25.

2. The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology industry. It now has over 220 member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry. The main concern of these companies is that the U.K.'s weak regulatory regime is damaging their business development (particularly their export drive).

