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Clean up of Old Vehicles "Essential" to meet Air Quality Targets

Manufactures of technologies to cut vehicle emissions have today warned the Government that a major clean up of old vehicles is needed to meet new quality targets. Their new report "Technologies for Clean Air" reveals the contribution to air pollution in our towns and cities of old “super-high” polluting vehicles and calls on the Government to urgently back the use of technologies available to clean them up. The report has been submitted by the Environmental Industries Commission to the Government's National Air Quality Strategy Consultation1.

EIC's report highlights that the measures for cutting vehicle pollution currently focus on new vehicles, yet much of the problem is with dirty old models - some 10% of vehicles on road create 45-50% of the pollution and furthermore 1% of ‘super-high’ polluters create 25% of the pollution2. EIC is therefore calling for a programme of support for the retrofit of clean up technologies to old cars, lorries and buses.

EIC has also called on the Government to build on its work in encouraging the introduction of cleaner fuels through fiscal incentives by supporting the early introduction of EU 2005 fuel quality standards as an environmental priority.

The UK National Air Quality Strategy aims to tackle the damage to human health and the environment of air pollution from vehicles. The Strategy sets targets for improving air quality for key pollutants, in total the measures designed to reduce PM10, NO2, together with SO2 and ozone between 1996 and 2005 are expected to reduce the number of quantifiable deaths brought forward and respiratory hospital admissions in the UK by 18,500 and 22,000 respectively between 1996 and 2005. 

Cont….

However there are problems in delivering reductions in NO2 and Particulate pollution on current policies. In particular widespread exceedences of PM10 are expected to occur in 2005 in large cities and at busy roadsides; and, concentrations of NO2 near busy road links in London and other major urban areas are expected to exceed targets in 2005.

Colin Buckthorp, Chair of EIC’s Transport Pollution Group, said: “There are a number of well demonstrated and  proven technologies available that can be fitted to drastically reduce emissions from existing vehicles. Government support for these technologies can achieve improvements in air quality that will be both cost effective and capable of rapid implementation.”

Merlin Hyman, EIC’s Deputy Director said: “The Government’s National Air Quality Strategy is a vital step forward to tackle the poor quality of the air in our towns and cities. However to meet the targets in the Strategy it is essential that we put in place a comprehensive programme to support the use of technology to clean up dirty older vehicles.”
For Further Information: please contact Merlin Hyman on 0171 935 1675.

Note to Editors: 1: EIC's response to the National Air Quality Strategy "Technologies for Clean Air" is available from EIC on Tel 0171 935 1675.

2. Some 13 million cars on the road in the UK do not have catalytic converters fitted. Over half of these are more than 10 years old. Additionally there are over 400,000 heavy duty vehicles and 75,000 buses in the UK, the majority of which are old vehicles which are major contributors to CO, HC, NOx, and particulate levels in the UK presently.

3. EIC was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.’s environmental technology and services industry. It has over 220 member companies and is the largest environmental technology association in Europe.

