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Environmental Industry Calls For Government To Back Resource Efficiency And Recycling
The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) published their response to the DETR’s consultation paper on the National Waste Strategy, ‘A Way With Waste’ today.  

 Overall EIC welcomed the sustainable waste policy that ‘A Way With Waste’ proposes as it offers a structured approach to tackling waste.  However, EIC feels that the forthcoming National strategy lacks the necessary support for waste minimisation projects and essentially the funding for such schemes.  

EIC continues to be concerned that not enough of the money approved by ENTRUST under the Landfill Tax Environmental Bodies scheme is going into waste minimisation projects and that there is little or no incentive for waste management companies to support waste minimisation projects.

Recent figures obtained by EIC on the number of waste minimisation projects approved show that the discrepancy over the allocation of funds from the Landfill Tax scheme has yet to be addressed.  In December 1998 some 134 waste minimisation projects had been approved by ENTRUST with a total value of £14,573,200 and that of these, 35 projects have been implemented with a value of £2,069,740.  This compares with over 5,000 projects approved by ENTRUST in total with a value of approximately £500 million of which 1,200 have been implemented to a total value of £137.5 million. 

EIC’s Waste Minimisation and Recycling Group response to ‘A Way With Waste’ focused on the following key recommendations:

· In reviewing the Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) Strategies the Government must ensure that waste minimisation is placed high on their list of aims so RDAs can provide the necessary financial support and assistance for local waste minimisation groups

· The Government must urgently deliver increased funding from the Landfill Tax scheme for waste minimisation projects in order to stimulate activity and support sustainable waste management projects
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· The Government should actively encourage the creation of a national recycling body to offer support and focus for the industry.

Jim Watt, who chairs the newly expanded EIC Waste Minimisation and Recycling Group said, “the Waste Minimisation Working Group has long campaigned for the Landfill Tax Rebates to be spent in pursuit of waste minimisation and recycling.  The National Waste Strategy is an opportunity to ensure that at least some of the Landfill Tax Rebates are spent on such a valuable objective.  The Government currently has an Energy and Environmental Best Practice Programmes but nothing for recycling, or for the removal of the market barriers for recycling – this must be remedied if the recycling industry is to fully achieve the potential it is capable of and the targets set in the National Waste Strategy are to be met”.

For further information please contact Merlin Hyman, Deputy Director, Environmental Industries Commission on 0171 935 1675.

Note to Editors: 

i. The Environmental Industries Commission is the leading trade association for the environmental technology and services industry with a current membership of over 200 companies.

ii. The Group’s response to the National Waste Strategy is available from EIC on 0171 935 1675.
