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Urgent Lobby on New European Pollution Controls is "Vital"
British environmental technology companies are at risk of losing millions of pounds of new business if they fail to lobby Brussels, the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) warned today. The European Commission has started drafting the pollution control standards covering thousands of industrial sites across Europe to be regulated under the new EU Directive on Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC). The EU's standards-setting procedures will either weaken or strengthen pollution control so it is vital that British companies make themselves heard in the consultation process if they are to avoid losing business because low standards are agreed.

Europe's IPPC Directive will cover 6,000 factories in the UK and tens of thousands across Europe and will look the wider pollution impacts of a factory, regulating noise and vibration, consumption of raw materials (including water), energy efficiency, waste minimisation, prevention of accidents, and site protection/restoration. 

EIC lobbying in Brussels has achieved a major success in opening the doors into the EU standard-setting procedures for environmental technology companies - they can sit on the EU's Technical Working Groups which prepare BREF Documents detailing what is Best Available Technology for some 28 industrial sectors (ranging from chemicals to food and drink manufacturing).

Adrian Wilkes, Director of The Environmental Industries Commission, said that "the danger is that pollution control standards for Europe will be weakened by lobbying from polluting industries who always argue that high-level environmental protection is too expensive or technologically difficult - this will mean millions in lost sales. The UK's environmental technology industry has the solutions and must make sure that Brussels knows that there are cost-effective solutions available. EIC has won an important victory by opening the door in Brussels - there is still time for the environmental technology industry to lobby - it's vital to our industry's future."
For further information: please contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC's Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Note: EIC's "Guide to the UK's Pollution Control Regimes, IPC, IPPC and LAPC" has just be republished to guide companies through the UK's regulatory regimes.

