PRESS RELEASE
Embargoed : 7.30 pm, Wednesday, July 28th 1999

House of Lords Debate "Vital" Export Support To Boost UK Environmental Technology Exports
The British environmental technology industry is losing out to overseas competitors. It urgently needs the Government to develop a package of export support measures to match those provided by other governments in the fight for the $300 billion environmental market. The UK's main competitor countries provide financial support for feasibility studies and tendering for environmental projects, together with assistance with project finance - all missing in the UK.

The House of Lords will today debate1 the key recommendations of a new Report, "Winning in the Global Environmental Markets"2 published by The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC). 

Official figures show that despite strong export growth the UK's performance has, in the DTI's own words, "been disappointing relative to European competitors...the UK appears to have lost ground in key export markets over recent years...Germany is now the frontrunner in all markets".

EIC's Export Report recognises the considerable progress already made by the UK Government to promote environmental exports, notably through the activities of the Joint Environmental Markets Unit.  However, to take full advantage of the global opportunities in this sector and to avoid being outflanked by the competition, the UK needs to develop a package of Government support, which goes further towards matching that provided by governments in our main competitor countries.

EIC's Report recommends that the Government should provide:

* financial support for feasibility studies and business plans including the establishment of strategic partnerships in overseas markets - as provided, for example, by the US Trade and Development Agency
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* financial support towards the costs of tendering for environmental projects - as provided, for example, by Canada's Capital Project Bidding Programme

* assistance with project finance (eg soft loans), particularly in developing countries - as provided, for example, by Denmark's Mixed Credit Scheme.

Adrian Wilkes, EIC's Director, said: "Many British environmental technology companies have difficulty competing internationally, resulting in missed opportunities to create new jobs in the UK. British companies needs the same level of support as provided by competitor governments if our industry is to win. Action by the UK Government is now vital." 
Richard Pearce, Chair of EIC's Export Promotion Group, said: "The environmental technology sector is mainly SMEs, who do not have the resources to tackle global environmental markets without support. If the UK is to succeed in this rapidly expanding market, it is crucial that this important new industry is made a priority of UK Government trade development programmes."
The worldwide market for environmental technologies and services is currently $300 billion a year, and is predicted to grow to $640 billion by 2010 (the aerospace industry is, in comparison, some $180 billion in size worldwide). The world leader, the USA, has a trade surplus of $14,000 million (whereas the U.K. has only a $500 million surplus) and has created 1,750,000 jobs in its environmental industry (whereas the U.K. has created only 100,000 jobs). 

For further information, please contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC's Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Note to Editors: 1. The House of Lords Debate has been organised by Lord Wade.

2. EIC's Report, "Winning in the Global Environmental Markets: Government Support for the Export of Environmental Technologies and Services", price £15, is available from 0171 935 1675.

3. The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology industry. It now has over 200

member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry.

