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Companies tackling contaminated land have welcomed the success of a campaign for the swift implementation of the Contaminated Land Regulations following todays announcement by Michael Meacher of the allocation of £50 million for implementing the statutory regime. The money will go to allow local authorities to implement the provisions of the 1995 Environment Act which set out a new regime for cleaning up contaminated land.

The confusion over the delay in implementation of the regulations was creating unnecessary hesitancy in the property market and encouraging pressure on greenfield developments, due to the uncertainty over clean-up of brownfield sites. This was in direct contradiction with the Government’s stated objective of increasing the use of previously developed sites.

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) has been campaigning for the regulations to be implemented to remove this uncertainty and allow local authorities to meet their statutory requirements to inspect and remediate contaminated land.

EIC’s Director Adrian Wilkes said “We are delighted that the Government has found the money to implement the Section 57 contaminated land regulations. Michael Meacher’s announcement removes a key barrier to the clean up of contaminated land sites and will boost British remediation companies export chances. ”
For Further Information: please contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC Director, or Merlin Hyman, EIC Deputy Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Note to Editors: EIC was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.’s environmental technology industry. It has over 200 member companies.

