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Environment Agency Moves Closer to "Solutions Providers"
The Environment Agency has called for more dialogue with companies providing environmental solutions to help develop its understanding of the technologies available to solve environmental problems and to point the way for future technological developments. The Agency wants to ensure that in the future the solutions providers, as well as mainstream industry, are involved in policy formation.

The call came at a meeting at the House of Commons between Dr Paul Leinster, Director of Environmental Protection at the Environment Agency, and over 70 members of the Environmental Industries Commission (EIC), the lead association for the environmental technology and services industry. 

The meeting was hosted by Paddy Tipping MP, a Member of EIC's Political Committee who opened the meeting by stating the importance of the new industry which will "create jobs and help protect the environment, a true win win situation".

In a move that will be welcomed by the regulation driven environmental technology industry Dr Leinster emphasised the importance of proper environmental regulation saying "I do not believe in self regulation"  and that "regulation stops the freeloaders".

Merlin Hyman, EIC Deputy Director said "For too long environmental standards have been set in consultation between regulators and the polluters, we are delighted the Environment Agency are now taking the views of the solutions providers so seriously. The environmental technology and services industry is a vital component in protecting public health and the environment as well as creating new jobs and export success for the UK in a rapidly expanding world market, but it needs effective and well enforced environmental regulation to prosper."
For further information: plea se contact Merlin Hyman, EIC Deputy Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Notes to Editors: 1. A photo of Dr Leinster is available on request.
2. The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology and services industry. It now has over 225 member companies.

