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Major Success for Campaign for Better Air Pollution Control 
The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) today welcomed the new DETR Action Plan to shake up enforcement of Local Authority Air Pollution Control1  as a "major step forward" in air pollution control and a vindication of its long campaign for proper enforcement. It will also give a significant boost to the international competitiveness of the UK's environmental technology industry.

EIC's Nov 1997 Report "Remedying the Failures of Local Air Pollution Control"2 revealed that there was an inconsistent and lacklustre approach to enforcement. The report detailed the experience of air pollution control companies with local authorities regulation of 12,500 industrial processes under the 1990 Environmental Protection Act. It found that 74% of air pollution control manufacturers believe that local air pollution control laws have had no effect on the demand for their technologies.

EIC's Report prompted the Government to commission an audit study "Local Authority Progress in Implementing the Local Air Pollution Control Regime"3. This study revealed that inspection is "largely ad hoc, unplanned, apparently unstructured", and that 50% of local authorities do not have an inspection policy and do not routinely inspect polluting factories. 

The Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions (DETR) have now issued an Action Plan to develop more consistency in air pollution control between local authorities; persuade local authorities to develop effective enforcement policies; and for DETR to monitor the success of these measures.

EIC Deputy Director Merlin Hyman said "We are delighted by the publication of this DETR Action Plan which marks a major step forward in dealing with the glaring problems in one of the key UK environmental regulatory regimes. These problems are damaging the environment and public health, hurting British air pollution control companies, and undermining well run mainstream companies who want a level playing field so their polluting competitors do not gain a free ride."
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"When EIC first highlighted the problems at the frontline of pollution control we were assured that our concerns were unfounded and that local authorities were doing a good job. The publication of this wide ranging Action Plan is a vindication of EIC's campaign and shows the importance of the environmental technology industry lobbying the Government when environmental legislation is not properly enforced."

Britain's emerging environmental technology industry offers to create jobs, profits and exports. The market for air pollution control technology is set for substantial growth; the European market is worth $3.85 billion and will grow to $4.23 billion by the year 2003. But British environmental technology companies face stiff competition from other European companies who have already established their technology in countries where pollution control laws are enforced.

For further information, please contact Merlin Hyman, EIC's Deputy Director, on Tel: 0171 935 1675.

Note to Editors: 1. "Action Plan and Response to the Auditors Recommendations" is available from DETR Tel: 0171 890 6334.

2.  EIC's Survey and Case Studies Report, "Remedying the Failures of Local Air Pollution Control", is available from EIC on 0171 935 1675, priced £25.

3. "Local Authority Progress in Implementing the Local Air Pollution Control Regime" is available from DETR Tel: 0171 890 6334.

4. The Environmental Industries Commission was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology industry. It now has over 225 member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry. The main concern of these companies is that the U.K.'s weak regulatory regime is damaging their business development (particularly their export drive).

