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Major Victory for the U.K.'s Environmental Industry

After Three Year Campaign
Today saw the fruition of a three-year campaign by The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) when the Department of Trade and Industry and the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions launched a comprehensive strategy to promote the British environmental technology and services industry. The new "Business Plan for Environmental Industries" aims to help boost competitiveness and exports.  

The new strategy recognises that the Government "has an important part to play in helping the UK environmental industry to rise to the challenge and provide the goods and services which will allow manufacturers to meet the tough environmental standards now demanded by society."

Whilst regulation (and enforcement practices) drive the market for environmental technologies and services, Government has a key role to play in terms of the provision of support for research, investment, market intelligence, performance data, export promotion assistance, training, and testing sites. EIC's campaign has urged the Government to develop a comprehensive and strategic programme covering these very areas where Government itself can help. The US and Canadian Governments developed such strategies back in 1994.

EIC's Director, Adrian Wilkes said "A seat at the top table of Government policymaking has at last been reserved for the emerging British environmental technology and services industry. This is a major success. Leading Labour politicians, including Tony Blair, Margaret Beckett and Michael Meacher, all made pre-election promises to promote this exciting new industry and they are actively living up to them." 

"The new Government is beginning to fulfil its manifesto pledges. It recently awarded funding to EIC's new Export Services Company to ensure that British companies win a greater share of the $400 billion global market. And Michael Meacher MP today reiterated the importance of the Environment Agency being a tough regulator. These are all very important steps in guaranteeing that UK Plc takes advantage of the growing world markets." 

For further information, please contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC's Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Notes to Editors: 1. The Environmental Industries Commission represents over 200 environmental technology and services companies.

