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House of Lords to Question Ministers

on Contaminated Land Solutions
The House of Lords will examine the barriers to the introduction of new technologies for the remediation of contaminated land in a Debate organised by Lord Beaumont on Monday 29th June 1998. An all-party team of Lords will highlight the concerns of British remediation companies about the failures of the Government's regulatory and R&D policies to support British technologies.

Peers will use the recent EIC Report, "Barriers to the Introduction of New Technologies for the Remediation of Contaminated Land", which revealed that, inter alia, great uncertainty exists because of the Government's decision to delay introducing the 1995 Environment Act's provisions; that Landfill Tax revenues are not being used to fund R&D into remediation technologies; that it takes 6 months or more to obtain a licence to field trial a new technology; and that there is no uniform response to licence applications from the different regions of The Environment Agency. 

Failures by the DETR and The Environment Agency to apply regulatory and R&D policies that support the growth of British remediation technologies means that the Government's new policy of encouraging house building on brownfield sites will lead to increased imports of foreign technologies. There are over 50,000 contaminated sites in the UK, constituting a clean-up market of £10-30 billion.

EIC's Director, Adrian Wilkes, said "Mr Prescott's new policy of encouraging new housebuilding on brownfield sites is threatened by a flood of imports of foreign remediation technologies. Many of the barriers to the development of new contaminated land remediation technologies can be eliminated, or at the very least reduced, by an enlightened approach by Government. Lord Beaumont's debate will be an extremely useful opportunity for the Government to go on the record with details about how it intends to improve the situation."

For Further Information: please contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC Director, on 0171 935 1675

Note to Editors: 1. Copies of "Barriers to the Introduction of New Technologies for the Remediation of Contaminated Land" are available from EIC for £25.

2. EIC was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology industry. It has over 200 member companies.

