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Government Report Reveals Local Authorities Failing To Control Air Pollution - EIC Launches New Lobbying Campaign
New Government research, providing for the first time an official snapshot from the frontline of pollution control, has revealed that the majority of local authorities are failing to implement the UK's air pollution control laws. Poor and patchy enforcement by local authorities, the weakening of emission limits and the postponement of pollution control deadlines, is damaging the environment and public health, along with the interests of environmental technology companies, whilst allowing polluters to compete unfairly.

The Department of Environment (DETR)'s new audit report, "Local Authority Progress in Implementing the Local Air Pollution Control Regime", reveals that:

* inspection is "largely ad hoc, unplanned, apparently unstructured", and 50% of local authorities do not have an inspection policy and do not routinely inspect polluting factories;

* 60% of authorisations had not been reviewed, as required by Statute, to take account of new pollution concerns or in light of newly available pollution control technologies;

* 58% of polluters missed the deadline for submitting upgrading plans showing how they will meet the statutory emission limits;

* 50% of local authorities do not have an Enforcement Policy and only 3% have served "Enforcement Notices".

The Environmental Industries Commission (EIC) is, therefore, today launching a major political campaign targeting a range of politicians, regulators and civil servants. EIC Member companies want the Government to immediately implement the 30 recommendations for reform in its own audit report, and particularly to:

* establish an efficient management system to ensure that local authorities are in fact enforcing 
the law, by monitoring performance and promoting best practice;

* require each local authority to prepare, publish and implement an Enforcement Policy; and

* require local authorities to explain in writing, and place on the public register, the reasons why pollution control standards have not been enforced at a particular industrial site.
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The DETR's audit supports an earlier EIC Survey and Case Studies Report, "Remedying the Failures of Local Air Pollution Control", which detailed the experience of air pollution control companies with local authorities regulation of 12,500 industrial processes under the 1990 Environmental Protection Act. It revealed that, inter alia: 

* 74% of air pollution control manufacturers believe that local air pollution control laws have had no effect on the demand for their technologies; and

* 53% believe that the single main cause for lost business is an overly relaxed and indulgent attitude to enforcement together with inconsistent enforcement.

EIC Director, Adrian Wilkes said "At long last the Government have recognised that the daily experiences of EIC Members with the Local Air Pollution Control regime reveals a deeply worrying situation - an inconsistent and lacklustre approach to enforcement. This damages the environment and public health whilst undermining British air pollution control companies. The Government must act on its own advisers recommendations for reform - and so start to properly manage local authorities performance on enforcing the law."
"Local authority failures are surprising given that mainstream industry is beginning to recognise that better regulation is good for business. Most companies want a level playing field so that their polluting competitors do not gain a "free ride". Furthermore, many companies are now beginning to focus on the cost savings and improved competitiveness that comes from improved environmental performance."
Britain's emerging environmental technology industry offers to create jobs, profits and exports. The market for air pollution control technology is set for substantial growth: the European market is worth $21 billion and will grow to $29 billion by the year 2000. But British environmental technology companies face stiff competition from other European companies who have already established their technology in countries where pollution control laws are enforced.

For further information, please contact Adrian Wilkes, EIC's Director, on 0171 935 1675.

Note to Editors: EIC was launched in April 1995 to provide an effective voice with Government for the U.K.'s environmental technology industry. It now has over 200 member companies from across the environmental technology and services industry.

