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INTRODUCTION TO EIC'S

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANCIES GROUP

EIC's Environmental Consultancies Group (ECG) exists to promote the highest standards in environmental consultancy. The Group has a wide range of Members ranging from large inter-disciplinary consultancies to small specialist companies providing a vast range of skills and experience in key environmental issues.

The Environmental Consultancies Group (ECG) is one of a number of specialist working groups operating under the auspices of The Environmental Industries Commission Ltd (EIC). EIC is an independently funded trade association formed in April 1995 to promote the international competitiveness of the UK's environmental technology and services industry. Details of EIC's full membership can be found at the website www.eic-uk.co.uk

The ECG focuses on running a Quality Assurance Scheme which gives companies a simple method of identifying a shortlist of environmental consultancies, and the confidence that they have the skills and experience required.

The ECG membership is made up of independent consultancies who can demonstrate their capability in their specific fields of activity, are financially self-supporting, carry appropriate professional indemnity insurance and have a demonstrable track record in environmental consultancy.

The ECG maintains a register of member companies showing their particular fields of expertise. A total of 17 specific areas of expertise relating to environmental consultancy have been identified and member companies are invited to submit qualification details for the areas in which they are experienced. These applications are subjected to peer review and, if this review, is favourable, the companies are listed under that particular field. The register is regularly updated and is available at the EIC's website www.eic-uk.co.uk

The origins of the ECG lie in the Association of Environmental Consultancies (AEC) which was formed in 1991 as an independent organisation with the aim of promoting the highest standards of environmental consultancy. However, in mid-1996, it was concluded that the objectives of the AEC could be best served by joining together with EIC to present a united front to the world. 

The ECG provides a forum to discuss and respond to issues that affect the Environmental Consultancy industry, estimated to have had an annual turnover of up to £700 million at the end of 1998 with an annual growth rate of 10 to 15%. The specific objectives of the ECG are outlined in the ECG Terms of Reference which is enclosed.

The ECG will continue the previous policy of the AEC and the current policy of EIC by becoming involved with government departments, other trade associations and private industry in pursuing the interests of the Environmental Consultancy industry.

The ECG warmly welcomes enquiries from all consultancies which comply with these requirements.

The view of the ECG is that the Environmental Consultancy industry has a vital part to play in the future success of the United Kingdom, both by retaining the home market and winning work overseas, but that the potential will not be realised without a concerted and well directed effort by all concerned. The ECG expects to play its full part in this effort.

All enquiries on the ECG and EIC should be addressed to: 

Merlin Hyman, Director, The Environmental Industries Commission Ltd, 45 Weymouth Street, London, W1G 8ND, Tel: 020 7935 1675, Fax: 020 7486 3455. Email eic@mcmail.com, website: www.eic-uk.co.uk

NOTICE

Whilst every care has been taken in the compilation of the ECG Handbook, and the information contained herein is believed to be accurate at the time of going to press, reliance should not be placed on it without confirmation by the individual consultancies who are responsible for providing the original information on their organisations.

The Environmental Industries Commission Ltd accordingly accepts no responsibility for the consequences of any errors or omissions there may be. Readers are advised to take professional advice before entering into any contract arising for the provision of services based on the contents of this Handbook.
NB. This Handbook details only the members of EIC's Environmental Consultancies Group and does not list all environmental consultant members of EIC as listed on EIC's website.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANCIES GROUP

Encouragement and assistance in the development and maintenance of high standards in the scientific, technical and management aspects of the environmental consultancy industry.

Promotion of the independent and professional practice of environmental consultancy.

Provide advice to bodies who confer qualifications on others to assist in advancement of professional standards through education and training.

Provide guidance on good practice in those areas which are perceived to be addressed poorly by consultants, the media and others.

Promote, and offer assistance in, the development of environmental standards and codes of practice by the appropriate authority. In the meantime to advise members through interim guidance/codes of practice what, as a profession is considered good practice

Provision of information on Members of EIC's Environmental Consultancies Group and their competencies.

Response to Government consultation papers.

